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Meeting Background 

The public meeting open house was held to discuss the study, provide updates to the public and 
stakeholders, and gather input on a Visual Impacts Assessment (VIA). The public meeting was 
informal and consisted of two identical presentations given by Stacia Slowey (HDR), a brief 
Q&A, and time for one-on-one conversations at informational display boards (Appendix A). The 
public meeting open house took place on Wednesday, Oct. 4, 2023 from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
at the Homestake Adams Research and Cultural Center in Deadwood.  

Public Meeting Open House 
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Website Analytics 

Sept. 12 – Oct. 19, 2023  
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Promotions 

Press Release 

A press release was distributed by the South Dakota Department of Transportation on Sept. 29, 
2023.  

Stakeholder Communications 

A postcard was mailed and an email was sent to an existing stakeholder list on Sept. 13, 2023. 
A copy of the postcard and email can be viewed in Appendix A: Promotions.  

Social Media 

Social media was used by the SDDOT to promote the public meeting open house. A Facebook 
post was made on Sept. 27, 2023.The social media post can be viewed in Appendix A: 
Promotions. 

Legal Ads 

Legal display ads were published in the Black Hills Pioneer on Oct. 4 and Oct. 18, 2023.  

Black Hills Pioneer: The legal ad can be viewed in Appendix A: Promotions. 
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Presentation Slides 

A presentation was given twice by Stacia Slowey (HDR) during the public meeting open house. 
The presentations took place at 4:45 and 5:45 p.m. 
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Visual Impacts Assessment (VIA) Survey 

A second Visual Impacts Assessment was conducted during this public meeting open house. A 
physical survey was provided to the attendees, and the same survey was also available online 
from Sept. 12, 2023 through Oct. 11, 2023. Full survey results are available in Appendix B.  

VIA Survey (Front):
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VIA Survey (Back): 
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Sign In Sheets 

Attendees of the public meeting open house were instructed to sign in and provide contact 
information for future use. Addresses, emails, and phone numbers were removed for privacy. 
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Name Organization Name Organization 

Michael Johnson City of Deadwood 
Commissioner 

Ally Carson  HDR 

Gwen Oberholtzer  Marc Hoelscher  FHWA 

Tom Horan SDDOT Michelle Fischer Gold Dust 

Bruce & Mary Ann 
Oberlander 

 Jill Rust  

 

HDR 

Jenna Carlson 
Oletmeier 

SD SHPO Andrea Bierle SDDOT 

Lenessa Keehn   Tom Lehmkuhl FHWA 

Mark Hoines FHWA Emily Calhoun SDDOT 

June Hansen SDDOT Sue Witt  

John Datka VFW Gary Witt  

Josh Thurmes  Tin Lizze Keith Ewy  

Sharon Martinisko Deadwood 
Commissioner 

Steve Gramm SDDOT 

Justin Lux City of Deadwood Mike Rodman  DGA 

Peter Christeleit  Butch Cassidy 
Suites 

Katrina Burckhard SDDOT 

Al Christenson Deadwood 
Chamber 

Lance DeMers FHWA 

Louie Calonde Saloon No 10 Kris Fenton VFW 

Rich Stanger  Laura Lee  

Clara Garvin Grable Chamber Staff Kevin Kuchenbecker City of Deadwood   

Sarah Kryger Chamber Staff Lorelle Stadler  City of Deadwood 

Lisa Jorgenson Woody's Happy 
Days 

Levi Kessler  Chamber Staff 
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Comments 

Written Comments Received During Public Meeting 

1 Like parking lot move closer to Main Street. Unfortunately can not be done near Outlaw 
Square 

Comments Received Via Online Comment Form 

2 Are you planning on moving Wall Street?  The maps show that Wall street is where the 
parking lot is at present, and the present Wall street is not labeled.  It would be 
confusing to label a different street Wall Street since historic writings mentioning Wall 
Street would become inaccurate documents. 

I am concerned about access to the parking lot behind the buildings next to the Bullock 
hotel.  It looks like it would be a limited access, especially considering the Bullock has 
people loading and unloading there.  Whereas there is presently a second entrance 
from the highway behind the South corner of the Bullock, it looks as if you are planning 
to close that and route all traffic through the land behind the Bullock between Wall 
Street and the parking lot.  Don't know if delivery trucks will be able to get through, let 
alone a semi. 

Lastly, I encourage you to maintain as much parking as possible for our customers. 

Comments Received Via Online VIA Survey 

3 The entrance behind the Bullock into the parking lot for that block needs to have 
access for delivery trucks. Congestion will result both on Wall Street and the highway if 
you restrict that entrance. I like plan 1A. Don't move Wall Street or the main entrance to 
the parking garage. 

4 I prefer the No-Build option. I don't like the change in scenery & the visual impact of the 
proposed options; particularly the options involving cutting into the hillside. It changes 
the character of what makes Deadwood so unique & appealing. The small-town 
atmosphere. And it allows for more people, more congestion, and more noise. 

5 I believe 1C-1 would be better. 

6 Prefer 1A due to fewer parking spaces lost. I do like the concept of parking on west 
side, saves time and distance for visitors. However, on many occasions visitors drive 
round and round looking for a place to park. Waste of visitor time and disruption of the 
pedestrian visitors heading to or already on main street. The option 1C-3 does not 
include raising only the two north bound lanes by the hill. Consideration of gradually 
"raising" north bound two lanes from north of Sherman to past the hill could result in no 
actual raise at all (relative to Sherman street intersection) as the slope is now downhill. 
Wouldn't this offer improved moisture runoff vs building a valley? Wouldn't this improve 
driver forward visibility vs making a hill when none is needed? Anyway, thanks to all 
those that made the public presentation in Deadwood on 10/4/23. I thought it was 
wonderful. Easy to see a lot of effort went into the production. Much appreciated. 
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7 Some changes are good, but not all of them. Some events during the summer double 
the amount of people in town. it's difficult for locals to get around and emergency 
vehicles to get around. People are moving out of town because of the changes. 

8 no thanks 

9 I want 1A to pass 

10 A1 is the best option for Deadwood! 

11 1c-3 is the preferred option. 

12 Option 1A by far 

13 1-A is simple, effective and does not change the look of the area. Changes don't need 
to be noticeable to make a difference. 1-A is the right update with very little visual 
change. 1-A is the best option. 

14 I believe 1A would have the needed lights added for pedestrians with little effect to the 
current parking and beauty of the hillside. I don't see that there is a need to move 
parking from one side of the street to the other as long as better lighting is added to 
alert drivers to people crossing the street. 

Also, taking into consideration, once the Box starts to be replaced.  One never knows if 
there will be additional costs associated with the replacement.  I feel that 1A is a less 
expensive approach in the event there is additional costs that would arise. 

1C-1 -- This option is nice, with the parking on the same side of the street as Main 
Street. However, there is the drawback of losing more parking.  Plus adding additional 
cost to the project that isn't necessarily needed. I do have the opinion that if 1C-1 is 
chosen, we may as well be advantageous and just choose 1C-3 design as it has the 
protective wall.  Allowing shelter to vehicles from accidents and flying debris.  

I also am not a fan of 1C-1 and 1C-3 because moving the parking lot would mean we 
have another road that would butt up against a hill side.  We all know how rocks break 
loose from the hillsides occasionally and landing on the road.  Currently, however 
misfortunes do occur to vehicles; but rocks are landing in a parking lot, not the road. 

Thank you for everyone's hard work and commitment to making Deadwood better for 
all! 

15 Creating parking availability on the main street side of the highway would make it more 
accessible for visitors and safer overall for people visiting deadwood. I like the idea of 
pushing the highway closer to the hillside. Technically that's more inline with the 
historic deadwood layout anyway as that's the path that the tracks took into and 
through town. The sidewalks and pedestrian access and parking available in 1C-3 not 
only seems safer, it is more visually and aesthetically pleasing in my opinion and alters 
the current set-up in a positive way 

16 Completely ridiculous to leave the parking on the current side of 14 for pedestrian 
safety and visitor convenience. 

Not only should the parking be on the Main St side of the road, it should be prioritized 
over the perceived negative visual impact as that argument is mostly baseless and 
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seems to be politically motivated, not motivated by visitor safety, convenience, and 
positive impact to Main st businesses! 

The increased cost is a non-issue when looking at the next 75-100 year impact. 

17 My office window points directly onto this area and the amount of people using unsafe 
tactics to try getting from Main St to the parking area, or from the parking area to Main 
St, is staggering. Countless people and families hop the guard rail and walk along the 
highway toward the visitor center. I have seen several fall, or nearly fall, and the fact no 
one has been seriously injured is surprising. 

18 1C-3 is the best option. It provides more parking which is desperately needed in 
deadwood (as well as more taxable revenue for said parking) and the retaining wall 
provides more safety over 1C-1 as well as creates less distraction on the drivers part. I 
strongly recommend 1C-3 

19 I work in Deadwood. I strongly support the 1C options. 1A is not a good option. 

20 1-C3 is best option. 

21 1A is the best option as it is the least expensive and impacts the least amount of 
parking for private businesses. 

22 If 1C-3 is chosen and geotesting proves hillisde/rock is instable, then what will happen? 

23 moving parking to the main street side improves functionality and safety 

24 Option 1A and no build do not account for pedestrian safety. When events are at the 
rodeo grounds or towards Lower Main, guests take an unsafe path towards Lower 
Main. They climb guardrails and walk on uneven ground in the ditch area towards that 
intersection. Please consider the C options that account for pedestrian safety. 

25 I think the goals of  1C-3 are admirable. However, the added expense, unknown impact 
to the hillside, and brush off of added snow removal issues are concerning. 

26 My choice would 1C-1. There would be less pedestrian traffic crossing the road. 1C-3 
adds a retaining wall and fence which would require ongoing maintenance plus the 
possibility of plows throwing snow into the parking area. Plus, it's visually an issue for 
me. 

27 It makes most sense to move parking to the Main Street side of Hwy 14A, where most 
of the attractions are already located. However, adding more barrier wall between 
traffic and parking detracts from the rustic feel of Deadwood. I would think events 
(Sturgis Rally, Kool Deadwood Nights, etc.) would oppose the wall as well as the wall 
does not allow highway traffic to see parked vehicles. 

28 Safety-wise, the wall may be best, but raised median pavement should also be able to 
provide necessary buffer in this setting. The wall would also trap snow. 
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Press Coverage 

https://www.bhpioneer.com/local_news/dot-seeks-public-input-for-visual-impacts-assessment-
for-deadwood-box-study/article_bbe075bc-5e33-11ee-9df2-afabb8a65af7.html  

 

 

https://www.bhpioneer.com/local_news/dot-seeks-public-input-for-visual-impacts-assessment-for-deadwood-box-study/article_bbe075bc-5e33-11ee-9df2-afabb8a65af7.html
https://www.bhpioneer.com/local_news/dot-seeks-public-input-for-visual-impacts-assessment-for-deadwood-box-study/article_bbe075bc-5e33-11ee-9df2-afabb8a65af7.html
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https://www.blackhillsfox.com/2023/10/05/deadwood-box-study-looking-public-opinion/ 
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https://www.kotatv.com/video/2023/09/27/deadwood-box-study/ 

 

https://www.kotatv.com/video/2023/09/27/deadwood-box-study/
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https://www.kotatv.com/2023/10/05/deadwood-box-study-looking-public-opinion/ 

 

https://www.kotatv.com/2023/10/05/deadwood-box-study-looking-public-opinion/
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Appendix A: Boards 
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Appendix B: Promotions 

Stakeholder Postcard 
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Social Media Post 
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Legal Ad 

 

  



Deadwood Box Corridor Study  

Page | xiii 

Appendix C: Visual Impacts Assessment (VIA) Survey 

Results 

Alternative 1A Results: 
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Alternative 1C-1 Results: 
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Alternative 1C-3 Results: 
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